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T AR TI L At a corner of the city where we feel nature’s
breeze with our entire body.
An ever-changing forest watches over individual

children’s growth.
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Interview with Mitsunori Fujisawa (Principal) and
Hiroko Fujisawa {Vice-principal)

Principal Fujisawa is constantly considering improvements to

the playgarden and school building. He said, "I want to creare
a playgarden where children can move their bodies {reely,
develop their sensitivities, and be excited abour being outside.
Our school should be a place that satisfies the children's
curiosity.”

. They considered the entire school site with an eye roward ideal
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use for the children's development. Through discussions, they

designed attractive spots such as the Achletic Square, which
features large wooden equipment, Surprise Mountain &
Sunshine Deck, where children enjoy playing wich water and
sand, Twin Peaks & Ninja Mountain, where children can
experience new ways of moving their bodies, and Green
Square with its beautiful green lawn.

Their first project was Athletic Square, which commemorared
the school’s S0th anniversary. Reusing existing equipment,

thev added wooden material and placed a roof 10 make a

- hideout. They also made a suspension bridge via a bird's nest,

R , e and a mountain climbing slope, which creates a large circuit
= lm-«l }.{ J' g 1”%"‘ ) 1"!1]5;’*’55‘73

connected to the school building, to encourage rhe children to
explore and grow. Other spots have become distinctive as they
were improved. The common thread in che design is thar ic
encourages the children to explore the new, create a wide
variety of activities, and feel the joy of discovery.

As the principal said, "I am also calmed by the verdure of the

playearden, " there are many trees such as a large symbolic
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gingko tree, flowers, plants, and fruit in the playgarden. They
show the children and teachers the beauty of the seasonal
changes and creare a comforeable environment.

When we enrer the gare of Omori Minori Kindergarten, we
are separated from the noise of the big city and nestled in an
oasis where children can exercise, develop their sensitivities,

and grow.
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Former Playgarden: Existing iron
playgarden equipment
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Remodeling with the incorporation of
wooden elements.
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uilding, a great circuit of playgarden activities is created.
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Encounter 50|I, water, wind, plants, trees, fruit, and many forms of life

UKW ILEZENTV T+ Surprise Mountain and Sunshine Deck
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Vice-principal Hiroko Fujisawa said, * Children growing in
urban environments have few opportunities to experience
nature, opportunities to develop their strength and agility
through playtime activities.”

At this sand mountain, water flows from the Gacha Pump and
many forms of life can be seen. Children develop physical
agility by negotiating the irregular surface of the ground,
discover new activities such as digging and molding shapes.
This play spot was named * Surprise Mountain. " It is a place
where children can experience the feeling of surprise and

excitement as they play to their heart's content.



